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Descrição do Produto


In 1930, the Great Depression had reached Argentina. The Western powers spent less money on South American goods, and the export market in Argentina collapsed, leading to the layoff of thousands of workers, and all the socioeconomic classes suffered from depressed wages and unemployment. They all blamed the UCR, and particularly Yrigoyen. His popularity plummeted.



On September 8, 1930, a faction of the national army, led by General José F. Uriburu, staged a coup with the support of the population, and Uriburu assumed the presidency. Uriburu was a hard-liner who banned the still-popular UCR from political participation, annulled provincial elections when his candidates weren't elected, and supported paramilitary groups that violently broke up strikes and attacked foreigners. He quickly became very unpopular, and a more moderate faction of the national army moved to undermine and isolate him, organizing a national election in 1932 that gave the presidency to General Agustín Justo, the leader of the army moderates. Justo drew support from the three main political parties left - the PDN (Partido Democrático Nacional, or National Democratic Party), which had replaced the old PAN, the Anti-Personalist Radicals, a faction of the UCR that had broken away from Yrigoyen's dominance of the party, and the Independent Socialists.



Over the next decade, these three parties, who agreed on almost every policy and issue, formed a regime known as the Concordancia (by its supporters) or the Década Infame (Infamous Decade, as the parties' critics called it). The coalition primarily focused on maintaining power, largely through electoral fraud, and salvaging Argentina's economy over the next few years.



The Great Depression hit Argentina hard, and made Argentines freshly aware of how dependent the economy was on foreign trade. In response, Argentina increasingly embraced economic nationalism, and as farmers and ranchers changed and modernized their production methods to make up for lost revenue from the Great Depression, cutting the size of the needed workforce, the government increasingly promoted national industrialization. The country became increasingly urbanized as former farm and ranch workers migrated to the cities to work in factories and domestic industry. At the same time, the Depression more or less halted immigration from Europe to Argentina, which meant native-born Argentines increasingly replaced European immigrants as the main source of labor. Criollos increased their numbers in urban society, adding the mix of cultural and racial tensions in the cities.



Eventually, Argentina was able to recover somewhat economically - domestic industry expanded, and conditions abroad (particularly the American "Dust Bowl" increased the market for Argentine agricultural products. In 1938, a civilian president, Roberto Ortiz, took charge of the government once again. But then things fell apart again - the drought in the U.S. ended and agricultural output there increased, causing agricultural exports from Argentina to again decline.



Furthermore, World War II broke out in Europe, further causing a decline in foreign trade and cutting Argentina off from Europe as submarine patrols interfered with Atlantic shipping. In addition, the U.S. was pushing for the Western hemisphere to declare war against the Axis. While the rest of Latin America did so in 1942, Argentina did not - the U.S. had blocked Argentine goods from American markets for decades, and the Argentine government saw few advantages in siding with the U.S. during the war. In addition, many officers in the national army were pro-fascist, as German doctrine was part of the standard officer training. As Argentina equivocated, attempting to stay neutral in the war, the U.S. began to accuse the government of being pro-Nazi and began to provide economic and military aid to Argentina's neighbors, sparking fear in Argentina that military conflict with their neighbors would break out. Nationalist fervor heightened accordingly.



1943 was another presidential election year, and it seemed that the Concordancia was planning to rig the election yet again in favor of a PDN member of the landed elite, Robustiano Patrón Costas, who was pro-Allies. The radicals and the nationalists, and the country in general, was disillusioned with the Concordancia, and ready for a change.
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