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ONCOLOGISTS-ABSTRACTS



J. D. WOODRUFF,N. B. ROSENSHEIN,AND M. B. DILLON, The Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, Maryland 21205.



lina, Charleston, South Carolina; and UC-Irvine Medical Schools, Irvine, California.



From 1972to 1989, 54 patients (pts) were treated with initial surgery for Stage I adenocarcinoma of the cervix (AC) (1972-1976,9 pts; 19771980, 3 pts; 1981-1984, 15 pts, and 1985-1989, 26 pts). The pts had an average age of 44.5 years (range 28 to 73). Many pts were participating in routine pap smear screening when AC was diagnosed. Fortynine pts were treated with radical hysterectomy with pelvic lymphadenectomy, 4 pts with total abdominal hysterectomy with bilateral salpingo-oophorectomy (BSO), and 1 pt with pelvic lymphadenectomy only. Review of the histopathology showed 41 pts had AC, 6 had adenoepidermoid, 5 had papillary adenocarcinoma, and 2 had clear cell carcinoma. Review of tumor grade (G) showed: Gl, 31 pts; G2, 13 pts; and G3, 10 pts. Nineteen pts had lesions 2 cm, there were 18 Gl, 8 G2, and 9 G3 lesions and 13 had PE or ME (5 PE, 6 ME, and 2 PE + ME). Of these 13 pts with PE or ME, 3 were Gl, 3 were G2, and 7 were G3. Lesion size correlated with lymph node metastasis (LNM): ~2 cm, 2/19 pts had LNM (Gl-1, G2I) while lesions >2 cm, 9/31 pts had LNM (Gl, 2; G2, 3; G3, 4). Forty-eight pts had a BSO with only 1 pt having microscopic ovarian metastasis. Pts with LNM or positive surgical margins were treated with post-op radiation therapy. Preliminary analysis of treatment results and survival data shows 5/54 pts have died of disease (DOD) at this time (4/5 DOD pts had lesions 2 cm). All 5 pts had the initial recurrence in the pelvis and 4/5 recurred at >36 months. In AC, there does appear to be an interrelationship of histology, grade, LNM, PE/ME, and lesion size.



Two hundred forty patients (pts) undergoing celiotomies had fascial incisions closed (using 0 Maxon “looped” sutures employing a knotfree running modification of the Smead Jones method. Pts were prospectively evaluated to determine the efficacy and safety of this technique. Mean pt age was 52.4 years (range 17-84). Twenty-six percent of pts were obese; 6% had poor nutritional status; 4% had diabetes mellitus; 10% had hypertension; 4% had chronic obstructive pulmonary disease; and 2% had other chronic medical problems. Twenty-four percent of pts had previously received systemic chemotherapy while 8% had received prior abdominal/pelvic irradiation. Seventy-seven percent of pts underwent celiotomies for treatment of malignant diseases. A vertical incision was utilized in 81% and a transverse incision in 19% of pts. Thirty-six percent of pts had at least one prior fascial incision (range 1 to 14). Prophylactic antibiotics were utilized in 98% of pts. Mean fascial closure time was 8.3 min (range 3-32) without a significant difference between the vertical and transverse incisions. Overall suture handling was judged as excellent in 78% of pts and good in 30%. Postoperative wound complications (seroma, infection, cellulitis, breakdown) occurred in 8% of pts. At discharge, the wound was healed completely in 96%; healed, but weak in 
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