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Working through gatekeepers to access the grassroots. A case study of Sysco Grand Rapids and Michigan fruit and vegetable growers STACIA FALAT Michigan State University, United States E-mail address: [email protected]. Corporate involvement in local food systems has increased in recent years and is a rising area of interest for agri-food scholars. Large retail and foodservice companies are one side of the story, yet who are the growers supplying them with food? Grassroots research is one way to identify these growers and to understand the constraints and opportunities they face to sell to a corporation. Yet examining corporate/grower relationships is not without challenges and may necessitate building relationships with gatekeepers. Further, it takes time and patience to gain access to the fresh produce industry, as trust and one’s reputation are the foundation of business relationships. Falat illustrates these points through a case study of Michigan fruit and vegetable growers selling fresh produce to Sysco Grand Rapids as part of Sysco’s “Buy Local, Sell Fresh” program. Over a period of a year and a half the researcher worked with key informants at Sysco, a large foodservice distribution company, and other companies to learn about the program from a corporate perspective. Through these relationships the researcher was granted access to growers, as well as other “middlemen” (i.e. brokers, food processors) involved in the program. Yet further steps were needed to gain trust with growers, who may have associated research with corporate goals. The researcher examines the implications of these relationships on study outcomes, in particular the ﬁne line walked to maintain a balanced relationship with two sides of a power dynamic. doi:10.1016/j.appet.2010.11.196 Assessing local food systems. Part 1 JAMES FARMER 1 , SARA FARMER 1 , DEVORAH SHUBOWITZ 2 , RICHARD WILK 2 , ANDREA WILEY 2 1 Marshall University, United States 2 Indiana University, United States E-mail address: [email protected] (J. Farmer). This study (this study was supported by a grant from the Indiana Department of Agriculture) explores the factors contributing to consumer participation in local food systems via Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) programs and farmers’ markets. Currently, in the United States there is a boom in the demand for direct agricultural markets for specialty crops via local food systems. Proponents of local food systems often trumpet the ecological and economic beneﬁts, while only giving cursory attention to nutrition, and rarely addressing issues of social justice and equity in local food availability. This study used in-depth, informal telephone interviews with 38 individuals to gather qualitative data, which was later phenomenologically analyzed and coded into themes. Six themes emerged from the interviews, (1) consumption of fresh, quality, organic, and/or local foods, (2) experiencing recreation and leisure, (3) supporting local farmers and local economies, (4) constraints that inhibit participation, (5) the consumer–farmer relationship, and (6) protecting the environment through local food consumption. The two most salient ideas from the data are that participation appears to be a privileged activity and a symbiotic relationship between local food systems and recreation/leisure exists as a mechanism that supports participation. The authors suggest that further research that considers the participant and non participant of local food systems, how constraints can be overcome, and the signiﬁcance of the recreational components of local food system venues is necessary. doi:10.1016/j.appet.2010.11.197



Dark skin, safe seafood and entrepreneurial citizens. Racializing HACCP and development policy in Thailand KELLY FELTAULT American University, United States E-mail address: [email protected]. In 1994 the WTO adopted the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement (SPS), establishing a new global governance system for national food safety standards. SPS mandated a science and risk-based approach and developed countries adopted the Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) system in an attempt to harmonize trade through the perceived neutrality of microbiology and chemistry. As developing countries have expanded their high value, non-traditional food exports, HACCP has become integral to development policies, especially in the global seafood industry. My paper will show, however, that the interpretation and implementation of HACCP at national and local levels has been far from neutral. Instead, HACCP has become a mechanism for embedding racial stereotypes into food standards as well as economic development policy. As a result, workers and their products have been remade in the image of pathogens and contaminants—risks to be controlled through the social and environmental relationships in the value chain. Based on ﬁeldwork conducted in Southern Thailand, I explain how US and Thai seafood corporations worked with the Thai state to develop HACCP standards for the blue crabmeat value chain and how science, risk, and cultural ideas of safe seafood were infused with Thai racial categories linked to Muslim and Buddhist religious afﬁliations. This racialized HACCP was used to differentiate Muslim women crabmeat suppliers and their products as unhygienic and dangerous. I then examine how Thaksin’s post-Financial Crisis development policies linked these concepts of race, purity, and economic growth to crafting an entrepreneurial rural citizen for the global market and how Muslim suppliers are attempting to circumvent these classiﬁcations. doi:10.1016/j.appet.2010.11.198 The politics of perfect recipes. Taste as tyranny JOHN E. FINN Wesleyan University, United States E-mail address: jﬁ[email protected]. What is a perfect recipe? Is it a recipe that is easy to follow? That always works? Does it promise the tastiest roasted chicken or ﬂakiest quiche or gooiest brownies you have ever had? Or does a perfect recipe relieve the cook from the burden of choice – of having to make decisions about what to do, when to do it, and with what? In this paper Finn considers the perfect recipe in the latter terms – not as a question of ease, functionality, or taste, but in the vocabulary of power and control, as a kind of politics. He is especially interested in recipes that insist upon a single, best or “perfect” way to prepare a dish, and these claims of perfection appear in many possible dimensions. There are a number of dimensions along which a recipe might claim to be perfect. For example, a perfect recipe might refer to how a dish is prepared, or to aspects of technique. Perfection might also be related to the notion of replication. Alternatively, a dish may purport to be perfect along a dimension of authenticity. Finally, a recipe might be perfect along a dimension of taste. In each example, the relationship between the text and the reader involves elements of power, control, and autonomy. The political dynamic in these “perfect” recipes resides not simply in the relationship between author and audience, but also in the particular terms of their interaction, in which the reader/cook relinquishes agency/autonomy for security and safety; this is a theme that resonates deeply in liberal political theory. Understanding recipes in this way has important implications for the polity writ large. “Perfect” recipes encourage and develop cultivate habits of conformity,
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