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DİLEK POLAT INRL – 305 RESEARCH METHODS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 14.01.2016 POLITICAL SPECTURUM AFFECTING HOMOSEXUAL PRESENCE ‘’Does the political orientation have an impact on supporting homosexual rights?’’



Homosexuality and Political Orientation



POLITICAL SPECTURUM AFFECTING HOMOSEXUAL PRESENCE Abstract In the past decades, both national and international developments come to the forefront adverting the main problems about homosexual presence. Specific countries have fostered important rights to gay people while some countries enacted harsh punishments against LGBTT actions. Difference among these countries is mostly constituted by their political orientation. Therefore, this paper offers a perspective for analyzing effect of political orientation on supporting gay rights. Proposing the research question ‘’Does the political orientation have an impact on supporting homosexual rights?’’ this paper will be asserting different ways and methods to find a proper answer for the question. There have been several reasons to frame that question. Importance of minorities in democratic countries, the world’s present situation for declining individual freedoms and on the other hand, victories achieved by LGBTT persons are main aspects that are linked with the research question. For better analyzing dependent and independent variables, that paper will be using different source of statistics which belong to recent studies. Liberal theory depending on individual freedom, universalism and equality and moral theory preserving traditional values and forming conservatism will be essential to understand the topic of that paper which is composed of attitudes toward gays. Keywords, homosexuality, democracy, conservatism, gay rights, LGBTT, minority rights, equality, gay pride.
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Introduction Only in recent years, and mostly in industrialized West, attitudes of homosexual individuals have become civil rights concern. While political rights of ethnic-racial minorities and gender inequality in social environment took the adequate attention, homosexual minorities are also in advance for gaining importance. LGBTT (lesbian-gay-bisexual-transvestitetransgender) individuals, demanding for the equal rights and respect for their social presence, have been effective in bringing legal regulations in Europe and North America. However, in other parts of the world homosexual rights remain mostly undeveloped or thwarted by social oppression. Even in some cases, existence of homosexuals is rejected and their presence is regarded as disease.1 Within their existence, LGBTT individuals are not demanding extra rights or priority in societies. Rather, they are struggling for their basic civil, political, social and economic rights at the same level of those heterosexual persons. By way of exclusive criminal provisions or applications relying on sexual orientation, in many countries lesbians, gays and bisexuals are denied equality in rights and before the law. Homosexual people are lack of participating ordinary rights -which heterosexuals do not have struggles to exercise- like right to work, right to form a family, practice of religion, right to non-discrimination etc. Even more, homosexual individuals are subject to death penalty in twelve countries at the present. There is a need to ask, which factors have been influential to support or not to support homosexual presence? Even though, most of the world countries are ruled under democratic regime what have been the reason to differ their attitudes towards homosexual existence? In that point the differentiation of political orientation, even in the democracies, have strong



1



Donald J. West and Richard Green, Sociolegal Control of Homosexuality (Kluwer Academic Publishers



New York, Boston, Dordrecht, London, Moscow, 2002), 7.



2



Homosexuality and Political Orientation



impact on policy and opinion shaping. This research paper will be intended to explain effects of political orientation on homosexual rights presence. Then, proposing the research question ‘’Does the political orientation have an impact on supporting homosexual rights?’’ the paper would like to examine different orientations that characterizes the thinking of a group or nation on homosexual rights support. Answering that question is not open and shut. Political orientation as the ideology of nation, have been affected by various aspects, modes of thought. While liberal ideologies are focusing on freedoms and minority rights more, conservatism may refuse LGBTT freedoms. For now, we can say that, political orientation is influential to support or not to support LGBTT freedoms due to fractionation in ideologies’ backbone for individual freedoms. So, aim of this research is to demonstrate relationship between political orientation and homosexual rights. A Theoretical Framework In the past decades, Britain came up with recognition of sexual orientation is the one of the exercise of fundamental human rights. Moreover, some countries have adopted legislation of the United Nations about human right principles expanding their laws in order to provide more freedom for homosexual individuals’ legal presence. For example, in the new South African constitution, in Brandenburg and Thuringia in Germany and in many regional legislation within Canada, Australia and the United States discrimination against sexual orientation is dignifiedly banned.2 Also, the European Union and the Council of Europe condemned criminalization of consensual homosexual behavior.3 Practices of the states like these are the products of liberal theory. Liberal understanding of human nature requires
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implementation of the same treatment against all of the citizens on the globe. 4 Therefore adoption of universalism for human rights may have affect to push states in order to provide broader rights to homosexual citizens and to equalize them with other citizens of the state. Even though legal reforms have taken into consideration in North America and Europe, many of the world countries are facing difficulty in order to adopt LGBTT rights. Homosexual presence is often oppressed and ignored or even denied. However, great number of Western liberals argued that freedom to engage consensual homosexual relations is as important as freedom to express heterosexuality.5 At that stage, moral theory comes into existence. Conservative nature of moral theory usually prevent societies to adopt practices that are harming their traditional values or existing religious rules. That research paper will be examining effect of political orientation on the states’ tendency to provide rights for gay people as the main reason of states’ different attitudes toward LGBTT presence. Following these theories, democracy could be regarded as one of the best regimes to foster gay rights due to its perception on individual freedoms. Even though gay rights are not taken into consideration in all of the democracies, they are almost absent in nondemocracies.6 Previous Researches Concerning Homosexuality and Politics In his article ‘’Why Democracy Matters for Gay Rights’’ Encarnación argues that nevertheless, democracy is not the ultimate ground for homosexual rights but still it is providing more advantages to LGBTT individuals. Democracy provides the best atmosphere for



4



Robin West, Universalism, Liberal Theory, and the Problem of Gay Marriage (Georgetown University Law



Center. 1998). 705. 5



West and Green. Sociolegal Control of Homosexuality. 1.



6



Omar G. Encarnación. Why Democracy Matters for Gay Rights (Freedom House, 2014).



4



Homosexuality and Political Orientation



sustentation of gay rights. Also Encanacion adds, the polling data invariably demonstrates that people are more likely to support LGBTT rights when they know someone who is gay. 7 That circumstance requires a democratic social environment in which homosexual persons can interact with heterosexuals freely. Jeffrey R. Lax and Justin H. Phillips argue LGBTT issues in their research ‘’Gay Rights in the States: Public Opinion and Policy Responsiveness’’ within the perspective of influenced policy-specific opinion in the United States. Their research demonstrates, a policy which has a strong saliency, tends to effect public opinion more. In simple way, functioning democracy requires popular sovereignty. However, full popular sovereignty may lead to ‘’tyranny of majority’’ in which minority rights, including gay rights, become unobtrusive. In that research opinion and ideology, interest groups and institutions matter for the government policies towards gay rights.8 Lax and Phillips accept disaggregation and post stratification as the methods for speculating policy-specific opinion on gay rights. They use a survey including questions about homosexual presence in which respondents clarify their attitude against gay individuals. Authors formalize survey response as a function of race, gender, age, education, state, region, aggregate state presidential vote choice, aggregate state religious conservatism, and poll. From these, aggregate state presidential vote choice and aggregate state religious conservatism are likely to demonstrate political orientation which this paper will be examining. Therefore, the result which they reached shows democratic institutions matter on the roles of ideology and
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opinion in policy making.9 Consequently, within the research of Lax and Phillips, political orientation is likely to affect policies towards LGBTT rights within reflecting states’ political structures. Another research ‘’Attribution Style and Public Policy Attitudes toward Gay Rights’’ which is made by Peter B. Wood and John P. Bartkowski, studies on how understandings about the cause of homosexuality, whether as a life choice or result of biological structure, shape the public policy attitudes towards gay rights support. Authors’ result shows that biological result for homosexuality is likely to gain more support. On the other hand, those opposing with homosexual presence are apparently from political conservatives, fundamentalist Protestants, persons who do not have any relation with gay persons, and mostly homophobic individuals.10 Therefore, a person’s political orientation reflecting his or her beliefs, is likely to influence manners toward the homosexual presence. Different perspective can be reachable from studies of Jay Barth, L. Marvin Overby and Scott H. Huffmon in their article ‘’ Community Context, Personal Contact, and Support for an Anti–Gay Rights Referendum’’. That article analyzes the effect of interaction with gay persons toward support for gay rights. Their findings are likely to support that people who has a contact with homosexual persons are more supportive for gay rights or have no negative attitude toward homosexual existence. Importantly, the survey they used, creates visions for the community context in which respondents live.11
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Todd Donovan and Shaun Bowler touches upon gay rights issues in their work ‘’ Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: An Extension’’ searching that whether direct democracy could lead tyranny of majority in which minority rights, including homosexual presence, are ignored. Authors included education and median family income as control variables. Their result shows that direct democracy does not form threat to minority rights, rather could adopt direct legislations appealing to homosexuals within the education and large jurisdictions.12 In other respects, John C. Green studies on opposition towards gay rights in his working ‘’ Antigay: Varieties of Opposition to Gay Rights’’. The author works especially on Christian rights as the main course of opposition toward homosexuals. Within this perspective, Evangelical Protestantism, forming one of the biggest religious tradition, opposes homosexuality in its most rigid form. However, even these groups include individuals tolerant for gay rights because of their political orientation which is theological liberalism. On the other hand, research demonstrates that some ‘’general purpose’’ groups oppose homosexual presence for gaining political power.13 Definitions and Conceptual Clarifications This paper will be using concept of ‘’political orientation’’ as independent variable and ‘’support for gay rights’’ as dependent variable in this study. Democracy, liberalism and conservatism may lead the control variables. Therefore unit of analysis will be states. For the better analyze of the research question there is better need to define conceptions which this
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research paper is referring. Also it is necessary to form a specific definitions that establish good relations between the variables. In the first stage, it is actually impossible to form a single definition for a democracy. The regime of democracy has been divided into many arms and has been participated within different implications through the history. As Bühlmann mentioned: “There is an abundant literature relating to democracy theory, with countless definitions of what democracy should be and what democracy is.”14 For the purpose of research question, that paper will focus on equal rights aspect of democracy which should be provided to minorities as the majority of society is experiencing. Richard D. Mohr argues democracy in his book ‘’The Long Arc of Justice’’ as it should provide the same protection to gay individuals against discrimination like other citizens under the headline of ‘’equality’’.15 Why democracy matters for gay rights? Recent studies show that democratic countries are more supportive toward gay rights, respectively, within certain conditions. Those countries supporting homosexual presence are mostly appear with highest level of democracy within civil society and the rule of law.16 Secondly, liberalism is the political doctrine which lies at the center of human nature and as important as democracy in providing individual freedom. Liberal understanding has been effective to impose equal protection of all people on law. The United States as the pioneer of liberalism, has accepted that the state must accommodate all of its citizens with no regard to
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race, sex and sexuality.17 Therefore, liberalism has been the core value which provides rights for LGBTT individuals. That can be said it is impossible to ensure rights of homosexual people before achieving liberal perspective. Gay liberalization movements started at 19th centuries and has formed awareness for society on LGBTT presence.18 On the other hand, conservatism is defined as value oriented understanding which tries to protect traditional values of the society. Defenders of this understanding highly oppose to homosexual presence because they believe homosexuality harms the unity of society and seen as deviant situation. Conservative Christians in the United States are still harshly opposing to enacted laws about homosexual rights and same-sex marriage. They think that acceptance of gay marriage is damaging constitutional rights of religious people who believe in that homosexuality is a sin.19 LGBTT presence in the society is referred as an obstacle for religious liberty of conservative Christians. Ideology of conservatism has been created strong opposition to homosexual presence and caused them to keep in the background of society. Many conservatives have banned homosexuality in their state and referred the situation as ‘’perversion of human nature’’. Furthermore, homosexuality is the sexual attraction to the same-sex person according to definition of Oxford Dictionaries. However, in most of the conservative countries, studies show that only small amount of population knows what homosexuality actually is. Survey is made by Hong Kong Research and Transport Planning Hong Kong shows that only 28 people by
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2068 aware about homosexuality.20 But then, even though Universal Declaration of Human Rights does not include complete explanations for sexual orientation, international human rights law talks about sexual orientation and human rights comprehensively.21 Finally, gay rights can be defined as the principle regarding that homosexual persons should have the equal rights as heterosexual people without any discrimination. Liberation of gay rights has become motto for many activists even with heterosexual identity. Gay rights support is affected by political orientation of states which is respecting understanding of individual freedoms or traditional social values.22 Hypotheses Within all of the previous findings which are explaining the relationship between homosexual presence and political orientation, several hypotheses can be revealed. Hypothesis 1: States in which political institutions are established successfully, are more likely to support gay rights. Hypothesis 2: People are prone to accept homosexual presence when democracy provides them an environment where they can interact with gay people. Hypothesis 3: Even strong religious groups support gay rights when their political orientation includes understanding of individual freedom.
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From these hypotheses, it is possible to form the last hypothesis which will lead the research of that paper: Hypothesis α: Political orientation have an impact on states’ support for gay rights. Sampling and Data Collection Democracy is a type of regime which is located at state system. The state regime is an enormous impact to shape individual life on a daily basis. Therefore both state regime and citizens’ consent because of their political orientation, is forming attitude toward gay persons. On this respect, that research paper will take the population as states. In order to reflect research question and hypotheses formed before, sampling group will be the states those are having different type of political orientation. Selection method of samples will be purposive sample method. The reason for choosing that method is difficulty for reaching every single person to learn whether day support gay rights or not and conformity of choosing specific states that are tied with the purpose of the research. Random selecting method is impossible to use in international environment. Selecting specific countries according to their political orientation will be effective to demonstrate their support for homosexual presence. For data collecting process this research will use two different methods to reach a proper answer for the research question. These two methods will be survey data and existing statistics on the web. Unfortunately LGBTT presence on the world, even in the most democratic countries, has remained the background of other social issues and has been given importance by non-governmental organizations, some activist groups and specific communities. For that reason, using existing statistics will be taken from international non-governmental organizations’ previous research. Firstly, for the purposes of this research, data of democracy (referring to individual freedom) is required on a country basis. That information is possible to be found from 11
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‘’Freedom House’’ reports targeting Freedom in the World annually. After categorization of countries according to their democracy level, there is a need for searching support for the gay rights on those countries. Comparison of countries’ freedom level with their support on homosexual presence will be necessary to see political orientation effecting gay support. On the other hand, required data for the countries’ support toward gay rights can be reached from the reports of ILGA (International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association). Secondly, looking through surveys is also required to see how population behave against homosexual presence regarding their political orientation. Several surveys have provided evidence that showing how population is reacting against homosexual presence. For this purpose, surveys like the Special Eurobarometer 437 “Discrimination in the EU in 2015” or the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights’ EU LGBT Survey can be used.23 However, using this method also has threats to reach exact knowledge which is the weak side of the study. In most of the LGBTT studies, the characteristics and certainty of statistics are not comparable into regions and also there are lots of undocumented problems that gay people are facing. Studies are suffering due to lack of better data to support gay rights. Geography matters for reaching better data. In most of the countries homosexual presence is ignored, denied or become invisible by the society. Even, some of the societies are unaware of homosexual district of their environment. On the other hand, big amount of population suffers for answering questions honestly because of cultural conservatism. Also, people may tend to answer the questions of surveys in order to capture desired attitude toward gay rights.24
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Even though these problems mentioned above, many qualitative information have been achieved from limited data and survey statistics about gay rights. These challenges also provided different source of methods to test attitude toward homosexuals. Even made people of these groups demanding their rights more rigidly against state authority and achieved some clear victories like right to marriage, adopt children, and work etc. in some countries. Conclusion As that study mentioned several times before, concept of gay rights have gained serious importance recently. While in some states LGBTT people brighten the rainbow to celebrate their victory, their pride is still struggling in the other regions. The research focuses on the topic that differ treatments of countries toward gay rights. Within all of the structures and methods mentioned before in that paper, the research goes through with proper way. For deeper analysis, the research will be depending on two main political orientation to test their effects on gay right supports. Even though democracy has been accepted as the best regime for governing and achieving individual freedoms present, there are still many triggers banning liberties of citizens, including homosexual people. Therefore, the research will be analyzing ideologies of liberalism and conservatism, mainly, in democratic countries to find the reason for different attitudes towards gay rights. Even though all of the proper statements to conduct that research, there will be drawbacks in finding statistics for this study. Homosexual presence is still often-ignored topic and findings are not still in detail. There will be need for better data and careful furtherance to eliminate bias. On the other respect, this research offers an awareness for gay presence and their deserts for equal treatment by law, by government and by society. From the words of Harvey Milk: “It takes no compromise to give people their rights...it takes no money to respect the individual. It takes no political deal to give people freedom. It takes no survey to remove repression.”
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