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OWOEYE:



Osofisan's Transformation



of Antigone As Tegonni



about it in his plays. This same message, against fatalism, is also dramatized in No More the Wasted Breed and Another Raft. With Tegonni, Osofisan has revisited the history of colonization in African in a different perspective. He has imagined what could have happened if, at the time, the Africans had asserted their will against all odds or, if they have refused to be broken in spirit even though their bodies were overcome by the white man. It is glaring then that Osofisan, though fusing the myth of Antigone with the history of colonization, is making a statement on the socio-political situation of the African continent in general, and Nigeria in particular.
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QUINE'S NATURALIZED EPISTEMOLOGY: A CRITIQUE



BY



OLATUNJI A. OYESHILE, PH.D. DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN IBADAN



The skeptic's challenge has been concerned with the possibility of our knowledge. The challenge has been so forceful that one is forced to ask whether epistemology is possible or not. Various attempts have been made to tackle the skeptical challenge. The attempt here is to look at the adequacy or otherwise of W.vO. Quine's attempt to solve the problem through what he call's - "Naturalized Episternoloqy".' Naturalists are more or less empiricists. They place emphasis on the knowledge derived from the sense experience. Naturalism is opposed to rationalism or transcendentalism which places emphasis on knowledge derived through reason. To the transcendentalist, knowledge is uncreated, immutable and eternal. In fact, knowledge has divine or supernatural attributes. Naturalism on the other hand is based on conceptions drawn from the natural sciences. It is an attempt to legitimize knowledge claim (human/moral) through the scientific - experimental method. The latter method is what Quine attempted to use in his 'Episternoleqy naturalized'. Perhaps before proceeding further, it should be noted that the skeptics are not saying that epistemology (a theory of knowledge) is not possible as such, to say this will result into total skepticism and the fact that the skeptics make the assertion that it is impossible is itself a knowledge claim. The claim of the skeptics however is that we cannot have a knowledge claim that is immuned from. doubt, error and revision.' Hence, they attack the foundation of our knowledge. Traditional epistemology has largely been pre-occupied with the search for our foundation of knowledge in order to answer the radical skeptic's challenge that we cannot have an indubitable and certain



59



58



OYESHILE:



Quine's Naturalized ~,)



Episternology:



•..••.; '1,



-;



A Critique •



.



.'



~



~



knowledge, The rationalists and the empiricists, though accept the. skeptic's challenge that nothing is to count as knowledge unless it is so certain and indubitable, attempt to give answer to this challenge, The former propose reason while the latter advocate the sense experience, However, the skeptic has not been refuted because reason and sense experience are not immuned from error: . , ,I 0, Quine" though aq empiricist, ~everth~less believes that the ~ search for a foundation is ,'misguided> venture which can never be l , realized, This is because hurnanbeinqs iire contingent, historical, cultural" and lastly biological beings whose abilities are limited in time and space, r, Dueto this he proposes a naturalized epistemology, Alvin Goldman" also proposes 'Epistemics' a contextualist position not _different from , Quine's 'Naturalized Episternotoqy'. Accordinq 'to Qui~e, the traditional task of epistemologists has been to place science on ,"asolid foundation and science ultimately rests on ,empiricism. Also.all our learning on meanings of words must 'ultimately rest on sen-sory evidence. He believes that: . _"a stimulation of the sensory receptors is all the evidence anybody has had-to goon, ultimately, in arriving at his picture of the world"."
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'Epistemology, according to Quine, falls under a chapter in psychology which-is, ,p~rt of natural science and it studies-natural phenomenon-which is aphysical human subject.i.This human subject is accorded certain experimentally controlled input and in the fullness of time, _the subject drlivers' an output that which is a description of the three dimensional external world and its history. What Quine wants us to do through naturatlzed epistemofogy is to study the relationship between the rneaqer input and the torrential output. yVhile the old'epistemoloqy attempted to contain science, the new epistemology is "subsumed under science, It removes the issue of the, priority of epistemology to otherdisclplines. Quine believes that once we move away from observational sentences, meaning ceases in gf!neral to have clear application to single sentences and to that extent, epistemology merge? with psycholoqyas welfas linguistics and this in effect blurs the boundary between' analytic and synthetic propositions.
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; According to Goldman," one needs a detailed information about the , mentahprocesses before one can attempt any intellectual operation and this is.the essence of 'epistemic' which IS synonymous with naturalized epistemoloqy Goldman gives three major grounds for the atliance of , epistemology withpsycholoqy. First, traditional epistemology has usually empldyedftcio'simple' a model of our coqnitive life and-its conceptual classifieatoryresources have been too weak, However,'"exp'erimental psy'chology will tend to make these processes more fruitful. Second, epistemological rules seemed to have been addressed to ideal cognizers not human beings with limited inforrnation processing resources. Epistemics will take its regulative role seriously considering the limitation ,of human cognitive processes while applying the ethical axiom of "ought" implies "can". in our epistemological endeavours. Thirdly, it is appropriate for; a -requlative enterprise to be concerned with the flaws or defects of the system in question, Empirical psychology can also help here. Epistemies'can do all the above at getting at truths, for instance, by employing one's spatial imagination and using mnemonic techniques to prevent forgetting. Goldman believes that in studying and criticizing our cognitive procedures, we should employ powers and procedures we antecedently have and accept. And that we cannot start from the scratch to transcend our coqnitive weaknesses. Hence, we should use cognitive operations-to decide what to do. T-he essence of naturalized epistemology asseen in the works of Quine, and Goldman lies in the fact that man has cognitive limitations since he is subject to the categories of space and time. Therefore, he dO~~[l't live in a stat!c or' changeless world. He is c~nstantly i~fluenced by new developments. And if this is the case, naturalized epistemology' advocates that we should study the mental processes of man in relation .to the-objects of his experience and put aside the question of an indubitable tounoaucn Whichcantl0t-be realized." Hence, epistemology becomes a part of psychology and ultimately an inherent part of the natural sciences, , Mflny criticisms have been advanced agaihst naturalized ~plstemplogy. It isarqued that there are still some unresolved problems In ~Sycl:lology .and therefore it becomes difficult for psychology to now clairrr to be.m better position at tackling epistemological problems." ' T~e basic argument, which seems to hold much ground against naturallzeo epistemology is the issue of the normative role of
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epistemology. The fact that epistemology is naturalized does not rule out the question of rationality. Science itself is not wholly naturalist it also contains evaluative criteria. The usefulness of science does not even guarantee its rationality, for science may be successful in the pursuit of an irrational goal. It means then that if rationality cannot be justified either anarchy or dogmatism, a unilateral approach to truth, would prevail. Furthermore, naturalizing epistemology means that it becomes part of psychology, psychology is not introspective but behaviouristic or developmental. The goal of the agent is dictated by self-interest. The agent being a species reduces epistemology to biology, he also belongs to a class that strives for survival and epistemology is further reduced to sociology and this reduction continues ad infinitum. This makes epistemology a field of study without a specific subject matter and scope. All the arguments raised above point to the fact that the problem of traditional epistemology cannot be resolved by simply naturalizing epistemology. While the study of the mental processes in relation to the objects of perception is indispensable and desirable, epistemology definitely goes beyond this. It has been argued that one of the compelling features of contemporary epistemology is the gradual disappearance of the distinction between epistemology and philosophy of science. 7 The reason for this is that questions relating to truth, proof, rationality and justification of beliefs are seen to be answerable by thorough examination of scientific endeavours. But as we have adumbrated earlier, following John Kekes, "the appeal to science does not make the lightest dent on skepticism". 8 The above assertion is supported by events in the history of philosophy. Philosophers like Plato, Descartes, Hume, Berkeley, Kant and others have shown that "science itself rests upon presuppositions which it accepts but does not justify". 9 The emphasis here is that science rests on presuppositions that cannot be justified by science itself. It then means that there is a prior enterprise, which we need to discover, upon which science itself rests. In other words, we need to ascertain the rationality of science itself. From the following, the skeptical challenge still remains strong and Kekes suggests that the problem is not how to naturalize it by showing how our goals can be rationally justified and criticized. In this sense, justification would be something human beings do on their own terms."
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We want to conclude that the attempt to further humanize a naturalist epistemology is a welcome attempt, but there are some problems with the humanist thesis. One of which is the subjectivity of individuals which is not open to verification by others.
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